
FAQ

Who knows the most about houseboating? We do!
KUHNLE-TOURS has been in the business since 1981 and with over 150 
boats is the largest german operator. We have our own boatyard and 
bases in Germany and France. Our founder, Harald Kuhnle is Vice President 
of the German Marine Federation and works with the Waterway Authori-
ties to make boating fun for everybody. We pride ourselves on superb 
customer service, above all we want everybody to have a great holiday. 

What is a “houseboat?“ As the name tells us, it is a mixture between 
a house and a boat. There is no clear definition in german language, but 
the definition we use:
Houseboats:
-  move slowly and mostly inshore on rivers, lakes and canals
- are moved by engine rather than sail
- are comfortable to live in
- have berths, a kitchen, a bathroom
- one special houseboat has an onboard sauna
They are sometimes called floating homes and stay moored in one place. 
Houseboats have engines and are designed to be moved. 

Do I need a boating license? Not really. But …
1.  Boats with less than 15 hp are license-free in Germany for everybody, 

except on the river Rhein and on a short stretch along the chancellor’s 
office in Berlin.

2.  Boats with more than 15 hp are license-free under certain circum-
stances, e.g. not faster than 12 km/h and in the unique Mecklenburg 
lake district, on particular waterways around Berlin and two short 
stretches further south in Germany. Fortunately the waterways se-
lected are idyllic with breathtaking views.

3.  Non-Residents are liable to the rights of their home country so if there 
is no boating lincense for internal waterways in your country, you do 
not need a license on german internal waterways. 

On the most of the French waterways you can go boating without a boat 
driving licence.

Do I have to be able to swim? No, but please wear a lifejacket when you 
are in the outside areas of a boat.

What if I have never been on boat before? Don’t worry. We have a 
crew of old salts who have their way of teaching, telling and showing. We 
promise our boating is easy and fun! Plus remember your maximum speed 
is just 10 km/h so there is always plenty of time to check what the signs 
mean and make a plan.

Is there a minimum age for children? Kids of any age have fun on 
boats, it’s just about preparing for their safety. Children between 8 months 
and 2 years need someone completely focussed on their well-being when 
they are awake and the boat is moving. Once a child can understand and 
obey rules safety become less onerous, but there must still be a responsible 
adult present. Make sure that kids wear a lifejacket that fits them by weight 
and size as soon they are in the outside areas of a boat or in the marina.

Going houseboating in Germany and France
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What are the german waterways like? They are gorgeous! Fantastic, 
plenty of room for everyone, well maintained, clean and with breathtaking 
peaceful, colorful nature surrounding. Around 1700 kilometers of rivers, 
lakes and canals, all connected to discover Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, 
Berlin and Brandenburg. The Mecklenburg Lake District with the queen of 
lakes and the 117 square kilometers of Mueritz is worth every effort to 
discover. The waterways are easy to navigate and mostly sheltered. There 
are some locks and some bridges where you will need to wait for them to 
be opened, but it’s all part of the fun of boating. 

Amongst the beautiful scenery are castles, ancient farm houses, churches 
in typical gothic brickwork, modern museums and historic sites. 

How do I know where to go and where to stay at night? In our cruis-
ing areas in Germany you will find many mooring possibilities: Well-
equipped marinas, lively ports in towns or just a jetty out-of-the-way with 
no more than trees in the neighbourhood. And you can always drop your 
anchor and become an island on your own in a quiet bay on the lake. We 
will provide you with waterway guides and maps so you can plan your trip. 

WWII Sites along the waterways
Most towns and villages in Germany have their own regional museum 
which always contains the german history from 1933 to 1945. The most 
specialist museums also cover the nazi past.
Raben-Steinfeld (near Schwerin): Sculpture “Die Mutter“ The end of the death  march.
Rechlin (Lake Müritz): Luftfahrttechnisches Museum shows the development and testing 
of aircraft propulsions, test pilots and the invention of the “V1“ (Doodlebug).
Fürstenberg (River Havel/Brandenburg): Memorial Mahn- und Gedenkstätte Ravensbrück 
shows information about life and death in the former women‘s concentration camp.
Oranienburg: Memorial KZ-Gedenkstätte und Museum Sachsenhausen provides informa-
tion about life and death in the former concentration camp.
Brandenburg (City): Fundusausstellung der Landesklinik shows the psychiatric treatments 
in the nazi-past. Dokumentationsstelle für NS-Opfer is a memorial to victims of nazi past 
and euthanasia.
Berlin-Wannsee: Max-Liebermann-Villa is a memorial to the nazi-persecuted painter.
Berlin-Zehlendorf: Haus der Wannseekonferenz where NSDAP and various ministries met 
to discuss their cooperation in the planned deportation and murder of the European Jews.
Berlin-Spandau: Zitadelle where Hitlers vice Rudolf Hess was imprisoned for life.
Berlin-Tempelhof: Building and airfield where nazi architecture can be viewed.
Woltersdorf: Memorial fort. 
Philadelphia: Museum exhibiting the rocket experiments.

Find more information on our website:
kuhnle-tours.com

Telephone advice: +49 3 98 23  26 60 Also per WhatsApp at this number
KUHNLE-TOURS GmbH, Marinastr. 1, Hafendorf Müritz, 17248 Rechlin, Germany
info@kuhnle-tours.com
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TM
V/

Gä
ns

ic
ke

Fo
to

: A
ch

im
 M

eu
re

r
H

ar
al

d 
M

er
te

s
Ro

be
rt

 Tr
em

m
el

Po
lle

x/
Rö

tt
in

g
Po

lle
x/

Rö
tt

in
g

https://www.kuhnle-tours.com/
mailto:info%40kuhnle-tours.com?subject=faq%20germany


Hesse
Héming
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Albeschaux
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St.-Louis

Lutzelbourg
Saverne
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Château de 
Greifenstein
Le Griffon Castle of Rohan

impressive double lock

Auberge du Moulin

Château de 
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Arboretum 

7,5 km à Lunéville

Basilique Saint-Nicolas
Stork's nests
Beer Museum

Chartreuse de Bosserville

Sarre
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Mittersheim
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Saarbrücken Castle
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benedictine 

Château de 
Xouaxange

The Cordeliers chapel and
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"La Paix by Marc Chagall 

Château du Grand-Geroldseck 

Saarland Therme
Adventure Park Bliesgau

Earthenware Museum
Garden of Faience

Chapel Wintringen

Spicherer Höhen

Baroque Old Town

Écluse de 
Réchicourt
The highest lock in France

Sarre

V52 véloroute Paris-
Strasbourg

Cycle path Sarre

Canal de la Marne au Rhin

Canal de Jonction de Nancy

La Boucle 
de la Moselle

Moselle

Moselle

V52 Cycle path Paris-Strasbourg

Canal de la Marne au Rhin

Canal de la Marne au Rhin
Rhein-Marne-Kanal

Capital of the Dukes of Lorraine
French capital of Art Nouveau
Place Stanislas
Villa Majorelle
Brasserie l'excelsior
Musée de l'histoire de fer
Musée des beaux arts
Maison Jean Prouvé
...

Cathédrale Saint-Étienne de Toul

Meurthe

Château de Montaigu Salières

Lock
Former staircase of locks 
Harbour  
Open air pool / Lido  

Herbitzheim
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Rémel�ng

Sarreinsming

Rilchingen-
   Hanweiler

Sarreguemines

Kleinblittersdorf

Auersmacher

Großbliederstro�

Saarbrücken

Bübingen

Güdingen

Saarburg
Saarschleife
Merzig
Mettlach
Saarlouis
Völklinger Hütte

No licence required 
to Saarbrücken

No licence required
to Strasbourg

Boofzheim

Metz
Schengen
Trier
Saarburg
Saarbruecken

Nancy
Metz

No licence required
to Sierck-les-Bains

Nancy

Strasbourg
Rhine

Lagarde
Parroy

Canal du Rhône au Rhin

Étang de Parroy

Lunéville

Einville-au-Jard

Dombasle

Saint-Nicolas-
de-Port

Art-sur-Meurthe

Toul

Land of the 
Ponds

Regional Nature Park
of the Northern Vosges

Hochfelden

Brumath

Dettwiller

Château 
de Wangen

brewing Mecca

European Parliament
Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Strasbourg
Grande-Île 
La Neustadt
Musée d'Art Moderne et Contemporain 
(MAMCS)
La Maison Kammerzell

Sou�elweyersheim

Fort Rapp

formerly "Brocomagus" 
capital of Alsace 
in Roman times

Château 
de Rémelfing

Valley of the Zorn

Neuves-Maisons

Frouard-Clévant

Xures Port Ste Marie

Pompey
Liverdun

Villey-St-Etienne

Château de Lunéville
Musée de la Faïence
Église Saint-Jacques
Synagogue de Lunéville

Ensemble usine-cité-jardin, 
construit dans la mouvance 
du Bauhaus

Waltenheim 
sur Zorn

What are the houseboat areas in the heart of Europe like? The Alsace-
Lorraine region is certainly one of the most beautiful houseboat ar-
eas. Experience hydraulic structures and picturesque villages. The route is 
diverse in that it runs through mountainous areas, vast fields of open 
countryside, pittoresque villages and busy towns like Strasbourg, Nancy, 
Metz and Saarbruecken! You will see castles and ancient lock houses. 
Exceptionally good restaurants and wine tastings in cozy wine bars make 
France a standout country for food and wine lovers alike.
All routes and boats offered by KUHNLE-TOURS require no prior knowledge. 
There and back, do a circuit or just a one way trip. All trips are possible 
without a license!

How do I know where to go and where to stay at night? In our cruis-
ing area in France you will find many mooring possibilities: Well-
equipped marinas, lively ports in Towns idyllic jetties and mooring possi-
bilities in the villages. And you can moor at the canal sides with your ground 
nails. We will provide you with waterway guides and maps so you can plan 
your trip. 

Find more information on our website:
kuhnle-tours.com

Telephone advice: +49 3 98 23  26 60 Also per WhatsApp at this number
KUHNLE-TOURS GmbH, Marinastr. 1, Hafendorf Müritz, 17248 Rechlin, Germany
info@kuhnle-tours.com

FAQ
Going houseboating in Alsace-Lorraine
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